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50X1-HUM

1, A% b p.m. on 16 Septerber 1952, 26 aircraft flying in two formabions of 9 planes

and one formation of 8 planes flew over Coerne at an altitude of about 6,000

meters, epproaching from the southwest and heading toward Friesack. The weather

was clear, and the sky was slightly hazy. The formation turned over Friesack to

the southeast and headed toward Berlin. Frem the two vaptr trails definitely ob-
served aft of each plane,| the planes were jet Bombers, Cne
plane with one vapor trail only, possibly an escorting :“i0~15, circled aroung

the entire formation {lying considerably faster than the jet bombers, Because

of a change in the altitude, no vapor trailers vere rbserved over Friesack for

about 2 minotes. There, the !NiG~15 came down to an altitudé of about 1,000

meters in a gliding flight and disappeared toward 2randenmburg. ' 50X1-HUM

At 7:30 a.n. on 18 “epterber, three c# four waves of 3 cr b '1iC-15s each were
observed ap-roaching over Rathenow at an ‘altitude of 3,000 reters, There was
clear weather with slight cloudiness. The planes circled several times over the
Ratherow-Semlin area, apparently searching fcr a definite target. Then, the planes

-formed one row and glided toward the pround betveen Rathenow and Sermlin. deavy

detonations, similar to those eaused by the cropping of borbs or heavy AA gur
firing, definitely not the firing of aircraft wearons, were heard while the DOX1-HUM
waves approached, | | the ¥"iG~15s had fighter-bomber
missions. After the low level attack, the aircraft climbed, circled and deparied.
The individual waves attacked st intervals of about 15 minutes. Subseguently, three
formations of 2L to 30 IL-10s approached the Rathenow-Serlin area coming from

the east. The planes flew at an altitude of 300 metsrs. They circled over the

area arc t-en tock course to the southwest flying at the same altitude. Some

of the leading aircraft rocked considerably with their wings virile flying over

the area. Ten planes flew at an altitude of %00 meter, They circled over the
aremand then took course to the southwest flying at the same altitude. N

v Ten or 1l» single-engine planes with radial engines were also observed
agrroachirg from the east at an altitude of zbout 800 meters. These tlanes
circled over the Rathenow~Sexlin area several tires and sSubsequently, headed

southwests, A U=2 birlane circind over the training area for one hour. =

After 9:30 a.n. on 25 Septerer, there was intensive air activity. The weather
wag clear and the cloud base hirhi At 2:30 aum., 2 i8-155 and L IL-105 cirled
over Rathenow at an altitude of zbout 40O meters. At 9:3% asm., four i7i0-15s

flying in wedge fermation tov the rirht circled over Rathenow. They cither made -
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reconnaissance {lights or protected araw operations which were performed
gimiltaneously. At 9:h0 a.m., ten I1-10s aprroached 2t an altitude of LOD _
reters and circled over Rathenow séveral times. No borbing or firing at growd
targets was cbrerved. This air activity continued until 2 pom. At 2 Dalisy
L ¥i0-15s and k4 IL~10s circlsd over the area south of Hathencw. :
50X1-HUM

ho At 8130 a.m. on 26 Sextember,) . 2 ¥i0-18s and 4 IL-~1Cs circling
widely over the Rathenow area, From the noise of engines heard more planes vere
in the air, Flying continued until 2:3C p.m. ALl the 2iG-158 observed on 25 and
26'septerber had auxiliary fuel tenks, =

. S0X1-HUM
E 5. On 25 Septenber between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., practice flights were rade by up to
nine jet fighters over Hellbergen near Zichtau, northwest of Cardelegen. On 27
Septerber, a formation of borbers was observed Tlying toward llagdeburg coming
- fromthe direction of Salzwedel. The forration consisted of several groups each
cf about 25 planes with firhter sscort. st :

. , _ . 50X1-HUM
# Comment. Detveen 15 ond 21 September 1952, Soviet Army units cracticed
crossing the liave]l River near Albertsheim 5 km nerth of Rathonow.

S50X1-HUM

units of the Iighter divisions in Fuetnits and Laerz and units
of the ground attack divisien in Deeberitz vere involved in these exercises. The
Jet bomber observed probably belonced tothe bomber division in Terneuchen. It
has not been determined whether the 1HiC~1% units are equinred with borbs. The
mission of the sisrle-engine planes, probably Tak-1ls, has not been determined.
It is possible that the planes wre reconnaissance planes of the headquarters

red in the exercises. - ' 50X1-HUM
s Comment, Exercises held in the Rathenow-ilennhaused-Viéritz area after
eplenber -involved unite of the Fourth Ods i‘ecz Army, |

units
of the grounds attack division in Doeberitz and of the I'ighter division in 50X1-HUM

Finew also participated in these exercises, i : 50X1-HUM
B Comment. At the same time, Soviet irmy uniis rerforred maneuvers in the

" Letzlinger Heath south of Cardelegen. | | 50X1-HUM
the ground attack regiment in Stendal was also imvolved in the exerciges., The .
borber planes cbrerved nossibly were IL-10s, - ‘
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